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Phew! What a year that was…lockdowns, lateral flow tests, online learning, TAGs, zoom and Teams meeting, bubbles, 

musters and seemingly endless soggy duties!! Yet somehow, we found the capacity and resilience to continue to thrive and 

move forward. Even as we hurtled headlong towards the end of yet another extraordinary academic year, good things 

continued to happen: Graduation, the Summer Bash and Haverhill Heroes demonstrated both our ability to find new ways 

of doing familiar things and a slow but welcome return to the ‘days of yore.’ Now, as September approaches, there are a 

couple of occasions that ought not be lost in the mists of time and so will feature here as things worth remembering as we 

all start to plan for a new term. Towards the end of the summer term, Jen Beaton shared some helpful information and 

insights around scaffolding – a technique that will have application in all of our classrooms and LiTi week once again 

showcased a range of great classroom practice. Here’s a little more of both… 

“So much of teaching is the art of building confidence and minimising the consequences of failure, showing the way 

so students can go it alone.”                                                      From ‘The Learning Rainforest’ by Tom Sherrington. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The zone of proximal development 

(ZPD), is the difference between what a 

learner can do without help and what 

the same learner can do with help. 

The aim is that students reach the point 

of ‘unconscious competence’ where 

performing a specific skill becomes 

automatic.  

 

 
Some further reading: https://www.sec-

ed.co.uk/best-practice/in-the-classroom-

getting-scaffolding-right/ 

https://blog.innerdrive.co.uk/scaffolding-

in-lessons  

Ambition Institute:   

https://youtu.be/DyZQqa9MvEQ  

Scaffolding refers to a variety of instructional techniques used to move 

students progressively toward stronger understanding and greater 

independence in the learning process.  

There are several references to practical 

strategies for scaffolding in ‘Making 

Every Lesson Count’ by Shaun Allison 

and Andy Tharby. 

 

July 2021, the EEF published 

 a useful evidence summary  

of cognitive science  

approaches when applied in         

the classroom – scaffolding 

is referenced in this. 
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I was interested how you  

scaffolded everything for ‘x’ and I will 

definitely try some of these things. 

 

 

I loved the calm start to the lesson and 

that students arrived and just quietly got 

on with the task; great use of the 

electronic pad to annotate the 

PowerPoint…work and tasks pitched 

perfectly to the class. 

 

I liked the way in which you used live 

models on your screen and students’ 

screens alongside your explanation to 

direct students to solving a problem. This 

gave no room for error and made the 

examples as real-life as possible.  

 

Love the idea of ‘Say what you see’ 

for the stimulus pictures at the start of 

the lesson, which drew on the 

contextual knowledge of the students’ 

to describe the image’s significance.  

 

I loved how you make use of 

the OneDrive to share 

resources and support students. 

This makes feedback and 

support so focussed and 

effective.  

I really enjoyed seeing the 

consistency of high expectations 

you hold for students throughout the 

task. Asking follow-up questions to 

every answer and getting students to 

expand their answer to retrieve tricky 

subject-specific vocabulary was 

really effective.  

I loved your use of signposting a 

specific student to a question on the 

board. By writing their name next to 

it, it allowed them time to prepare 

an answer as well as prompting 

them with questions when they 

were giving their answers. 

Your Do Now really engaged 

students at the start of a practical 

lesson…it challenged them and 

provoked conversations about the 

topic. There was also a great 

incentive to participate as 

completion allowed them to collect 

a racket and begin playing.  

LiTi 

June 2021 


