
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,                                                           10th February 2020 

We are approaching the February half term, marking that half of this academic year has 

passed already! The weather as I write is very windy and I am hoping that the week 

brightens and we see some more sunshine.  

We have had another busy fortnight, with students actively involved in many different 

activities alongside the usual school day. It was fabulous to see some of our Year 10 boys 

really enjoy a STEM day hosted by West Suffolk College, where they took part in all kinds 

of activities linked to science, technology, engineering and maths. From gravity cars, to 

programming to fingerprint analysis. We are committed to ensure that our students have 

further and higher education experiences and are inspired for their next steps.  

We also marked Apprenticeship week last week- thank you to parents who came along to 

the information session. Apprenticeship opportunities are so different from perhaps what 

we would think, and allow students to study up to the highest levels whilst working. If you 

would like any further information please contact Mr Course on 

DCourse@castlemanor.org.uk 

We are delighted that we have been awarded the Silver Arts Mark Award. 
Artsmark is the only creative quality standard for schools, accredited by the Arts Council 
England. It is awarded to mark our arts and cultural education across the whole 
curriculum, bringing learning to life for children and young people. Thank you to  
Mrs Baldwin for her leadership and hard work with this.  
 
I am sure like me you have been reading about the Coronavirus, and we have certainly 

been answering all kinds of questions relating to this from students in school. The 

Department for Education have issued a small amount of advice to share with Parents. 

Advice for parents/guardians 

• You should not be unduly worried about the possibility of your children catching 

the Coronavirus. 

• There is no reason why your children should not continue to attend their early 

years, school or further education setting as normal. 

In addition please see a link to a public information poster. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5e35b25740f0b609169cb52a/coronavir

us-public-info-poster-2.pdf 
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CORONAVIRUS: PUBLIC INFORMATION 

CORONAVIRUS: PUBLIC INFORMATION The Government and NHS are well prepared to deal  

with this virus. You can help too. Germs can live on some surfaces for hours. 

assets.publishing.service.gov.uk 

 

We talk to students about hygiene, hand washing etc regularly as part of our attendance 

items in assemblies, and see this as no different in terms of the way we should ensure we 

promote good hygiene. If you have any concerns please do contact us at school.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Vanessa Whitcombe 
Headteacher 
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