
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,                                                        13th January 2020 

We have really enjoyed welcoming back students following the Christmas holidays, 

and setting our goals for the year. In assemblies last week we talked about 

our why, thinking about why we do the things we do and why we have the systems 

and structures we have. We had a chance for all students to revisit our Castle 

Manor Way and start the year as we mean to go on, working hard, being kind and 

being PROUD.  

We received sad news over the holidays of the passing of our former caretaker, 

Richard Coxall. Richard worked for the school for many years and was a well known 

figure in our community. We are very sad to hear this news and our thoughts are 

with his family.  

In our community there are upcoming opportunities for local developments that we 

have been invited to be involved in. I have attached a flyer for the consultation 

events and have invited the group in to school for assemblies this week and some 

work with student groups moving forward. I know some of our families are already 

actively involved and this looks like a great opportunity for even more investment. 

You may have also seen in the local press that Castle Manor is delighted to be 

selected along with Clements Primary and Burton End Primary for a specialist SEND 

unit at our school. This will open in September 2020 and will have space for up to 

18 students with moderate learning difficulties and an opportunity to integrate 

with mainstream school alongside receiving some smaller group focused teaching. 

We are very excited about this new venture, and I will keep you updated as it 

develops further.  

We said goodbye to Mrs Stoneham at the end of term who has taken up her first 

position as Headteacher at a school in Cambridge. We are very proud of all she has 

achieved and hugely grateful for the impact she has made. Our leadership team 

remains in place with some changes as Mrs Horne is now in school full time and 

Miss Cassels increases her leadership team role as Assistant Headteacher to full 

time.  

As ever please do get in touch if you would like to talk to me or meet with me. My 

PA, Mrs Mitchell can arrange this for you and she can be contacted on 

GMitchell@castlemanor.org.uk 

 

Vanessa Whitcombe 
Headteacher 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


