
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                     19th May 2020 

In this last week things have been very public in the press regarding expectations for any 

return to school for some children possibly from the 1st June. I shared with you last week 

the guidance for parents and we have been working to try to firm up plans. We are aware 

for Primary Schools additional guidance came out late last week and we are expecting 

similar to happen for Secondary. So while I have no firm plans to share, I wanted you to 

know that we are risk assessing and thinking about what we might be able to do for our 

'phase 3' offer. 

I have enjoyed talking to several parents and students this week, and being in 

communication via email with others. Everything you are able to feedback to us, good or 

bad, really helps us to refine and adapt our work so please do keep being in touch. Some 

of you are finding your children have too much work, and some not enough, and finding 

that balance is something we will constantly strive for. 

I wanted to thank you for your support too, at times in the press in the last week the 

teaching profession has had some very negative press, and several of you have reached out 

to reassure us that we are valued and that our work is helping your children to continue to 

learn while we are apart. I look forward so much to the days when our whole school family 

is back together, but know there is a long road ahead before then, and the priority must 

be to work to keep everyone safe. 

If you have changes in your family that you need support with please let us know. Some 

people are going back to work and need key worker provision - it is vital we know this so 

that we can plan and support. If you think you will need this please can you email me on 

VWhitcombe@castlemanor.org.uk so that we can ensure that staffing is in place. The 

school is closed over half term for another full deep clean so there is no provision that 

week. 

Equally some families may find that jobs have changed or sadly don't exist anymore, if you 

do find that this is the situation and think you may be eligible for free school meals for 

your children please contact us, currently shopping vouchers are being issued to families 

in replacement of free school meals so this could be an instant support.  

We were delighted to appoint Mr Tom Hughes to join our Leadership Team as Assistant 

Headteacher from September, he will join us from a school in Harlow, and is very much 

looking forward to being part of the school community. 

Tomorrow is 'Thank a Teacher Day' a national day that I am encouraging students to help 

us celebrate - please encourage them to check their email where they will receive a video 

and little challenge from me to help us to thank all the staff that work in our school. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had a couple of situations where older teenagers have been on the school site in 

groups out of hours, our site is not public property and the meeting of young people in 

groups is of course currently not permitted. Please can you make sure your children are 

not involved in this kind of behaviour. We do have to call the police for these situations 

and I am sure they have lots to do already. 

I am expecting to be able to write to you on Friday with more information about any 

provision for after half term for Year 10 students as in the Government guidelines. 

 

With my best wishes 
Vanessa Whitcombe 
Headteacher 
 


