
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,                                              24th January 2022 

I wanted to start by thanking you for the support I have had regarding the decision 

to keep mask wearing in classrooms as a recommendation while we have relatively 

high levels of COVID in school. 

We are seeing 5-6 new cases a day on average over the last week which is an 

increase from our previous levels at the start of the year. We currently have 50 

cases in the past 10 days.  

I am recommending that students in Years 7 & 10 and those in 8BBY commence 

daily testing as numbers are at trigger points in those groups. We look for 10% of a 

year group of 5 linked cases. 

I have emailed all students on Sunday to remind them to take a test and to request 

this additional testing for these groups. We will make additional requests for 

groups as needed.  

We currently have 6 staff who have tested positive and although things are 

stretched, we are managing. We thank you for your patience if things are not as 

quick as you would like them to be. My huge thanks to our staff who are being 

incredibly flexible currently and picking up additional lessons and duties and 

covering areas such as our office or library.  

I have had a request from a neighbour in Broadcroft Crescent to ask that cars 

parked to pick up from school do not park in front of dropped curbs. I understand 

it can be congested around school at pick up time in particular, and suggest it is 

worth arranging a pick up point a short walk from school if you need to transport 

your child by car to just ease this congestion. 

This week is a big week for Year 11 with Mock Interview Day on Thursday and a 

University visit to University of Suffolk on Friday. We are also looking forward to 

taking Years 7 and 8 to see Matilda in the West End in the next fortnight. It is great 

to see some more 'normal' activities returning to school slowly.  

You may remember we had an election for a new Parent Governor to join our Local 

Governing Body just before Christmas. I am pleased to let you know that Karen 

Martin was voted in to this position and joins us next month for her first meeting.  

As ever please do get in touch if there is anything you need, and thank you for your 

support and work with us. 

Best wishes for the week ahead. 

Vanessa Whitcombe 

Headteacher 

 


