
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,                                          24th November 2020 

Thank you all for your support following our positive COVID cases yesterday. 

Everybody we had contact with was so supportive and understanding, and this 

really helps us to do our jobs. Working in schools is so unpredictable at the 

moment, and as Headteacher I am trying very hard to keep things as normal as 

possible for children and for teachers so that learning and wellbeing can be kept as 

the top priority. Having such parental support does make such a difference to us 

all. 

We took part in Children in Need Day on 13th November and were really pleased to 

raise nearly £600 for this amazing charity. We do know that families in our 

community are finding things tough too, and I wanted to remind you that we can 

help. If you have anything that you need support with please contact us in 

confidence. In addition we have some parents from school who have been leading 

a wonderful project in the community to support Christmas Presents for children of 

families that would appreciate something additional for Christmas. If you are 

concerned that Christmas in your house is going to be a challenge and you would 

like to be part of this scheme please can you email Mrs Horne on 

VHorne@castlemanor.org.uk in the strictest of confidence and we will be collating 

numbers and ages of children so that gifts can be provided. Thank you to those 

who have donated so far - there has been a strong Facebook presence on this on 

the Haverhill sites. Currently gifting is paused while need is assessed.  

We had our first parents evening of the year last week, which was for Year 9. This 

took place on an online app called School Cloud and was really successful, we will 

be using this for every parents evening this year and will be in touch when it is 

each yeargroup’s date.  

Finally, we have a request from the Institute of Physics from Mr Griffiths, we are 

looking for female role models who have jobs that are related to Physics to take 

part in a promotional video. Encouraging young females to follow science related 

careers is something that I am very passionate about as a scientist myself. If your 

job involves physics - perhaps working in a medical field, or with automated 

machinery, or radiography, or with computers or many other things I haven't 

thought about, please do get in touch with Mr Griffiths on 

DGriffiths@castlemanor.org.uk, we would love to hear from you! 

With my best wishes 

Vanessa Whitcombe 
Headteacher 
 


