
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,                                                         28th April 2020 

My weekly letter writing time seems to have come around very quickly, and the days are 

merging into each other. I hope that you and your families are all well, we think of you all 

every day. 

We continue our in school provision and virtual school, and are preparing for ‘phase 2’ 

which will begin on Monday 4th May. In this phase you will see more opportunities for 

direct instruction for children to receive input, and for opportunities for children’s key 

pieces of work to be assessed and feedback received. We will be continuing to set work in 

the same way on Go for Schools and have had lots of feedback that the structured lesson 

by lesson approach really helps to keep with routines. We will also be introducing more 

new learning for students, moving through some areas of the curriculum that we think 

they will be able to access from home. 

We will also be introducing a remote PROUD award for students to work on and 

opportunities for House Competitions and enrichment type experiences. 

As I have said before please find your own balance in your home with learning at home, if 

it is a source of conflict or upset please let us know so that we can help you. We are 

making lots of phone calls home and can easily talk to you and guide you if you need it. 

We are aiming that activities for our children do not need you to sit with them and can be 

completed independently. 

We wrote to Year 10 yesterday and included in this that sadly Work Experience for them is 

cancelled. We do not know if and when we will return to school but it is clear that social 

distancing issues mean that it would be very difficult for employers to host. 

Thank you for your patience with trip refunds, we are working with companies and with 

insurance to make sure that all money that has been paid to trips is refunded in full. This 

is taking longer than we would like as companies have a huge amount of admin to go 

through, but to reassure you we are being relentless with our communication. If anyone 

has any particular urgent need please get in touch. 

The 8th May is VE day and a Bank Holiday. We will not be setting work for this day. We are 

working with Key Stage 3 students in particular in their History lessons and in Art projects 

to ensure that they are understanding the importance of the day. The Haverhill South 

Forum are offering craft kits for families and they can be found on Facebook. There are 

many lovely ideas for marking the day, making bunting, having garden picnics and time to 

remember. We’d love to see pictures of anything you do as a family. 

Miss Neal has been working hard to look at reading provision and has a message to share 
with you all below. 
Thanks to the hard work of Suffolk Libraries, members of our community are now able to 
sign up for membership to our Haverhill Library for free online. Once you receive your 
Library card number, you can access a vast range of eBooks compatible with all eReaders 
and mobile devices.  
 

  

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
To sign up for a Library card click here: https://suffolk.spydus.co.uk/cgi-
bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/OPAC/JOIN 
Please note that under 16s will need a guarantor e.g. a parent or carer 
If you are already a member, or you have received your new library card number, you can 
access eBooks here: https://www.suffolklibraries.co.uk/elibrary/ 
There are instructions to help you set up relevant apps or gain access to a selection of 
platforms providing a wide range of digital content. 
Alternatively, if you wish to access eBooks without becoming a member of the local 
library service, you can access www.manybooks.net 
This site provides a large selection of classics for all ages and can be easily accessible 
from mobile devices. 
Please be aware that there are limited filtering services on these websites, so it's really 
important to engage with your child's reading to ensure the material is suitable for them. 
Perhaps you can all find a book to read together. 
  
If you have any questions do let me know RNeal@castlemanor.org.uk 
  

There is also an interesting looking programme of speakers that is accessible online which 

you might be interested in looking at - not compulsory but may be of interest. 

https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/upcoming-vtalks/ 

As always, if you have anything you need, or any concerns or feedback please get in touch 

with me on VWhitcombe@castlemanor.org.uk or telephone the school between 8.30am 

and 3.30pm. 

Please take care and stay safe, thank you for everything you are doing. 

Yours sincerely 

  

 

Vanessa Whitcombe 
Headteacher 
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