
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,                                                          29th October 2019 

Winter is certainly feeling like it is coming, and the clocks going back has made the dark 
evenings come more quickly. 
 
This week in school we have been working closely with local police, ensuring that our 
community is safe. We sometimes find that local young people who are not at our school 
take an interest in our school site and yesterday had some damage to fencing and the 
theft of a radio as well as sadly some abusive language aimed at our staff who were 
dealing very well with ensuring the young people left site. The police have been excellent 
at responding to our concerns and have also supported at the school gate. We are 
committed to working with the police to enable them to carry out their role of keeping 
our community in Haverhill safe. Sadly this term we have also had to report incidences of 
adult behaviour in our school and community from parents who have been abusive to staff 
verbally and on electronic communication. I just wanted to make sure that I communicate 
that we will always challenge inappropriate behaviour but equally remind that I am also 
always very keen to hear from parents before anything gets to such a point, so that we 
can work positively together. My email address is VWhitcombe@castlemanor.org.uk and I 
am always happy to plan to meet with you or speak to you on the phone. 
 
Before half term we held a parental workshop talking about teenage sleep, led by our 
fantastic ex school nurse, Annie O'Neill. We work closely with her and her colleague, Sue 
Miller to provide wellbeing services for students, staff and are extending this to support 
parents too. Parenting a teenager is not an easy job we know, and we are keen to work 
with you, so please do contact Mrs Horne if you can think of any other workshop themes 
that you would welcome. 
 
We marked World Mental Health day too by wearing yellow and bringing attention to the 
need to talk and share. We offer regular tea and talk sessions as well as an extensive 
range of wellbeing activities and support sessions from our staff team. We were also 
delighted to receive the School Mental Health Award accreditation, from the Carnegie 
Centre of Excellence for Mental Health. We were the 100th school nationwide to be 
accredited and are delighted that the work that the team, led by Mrs Horne, has been 
recognised. 
 
We are introducing work experience opportunities in to the school for the first time in 
many years. Year 9 will be carrying out a 'work shadowing' day in February and Year 10 will 
be going on a work experience placement in July. If any parents have any contacts that 
they think might be able to offer work experience placements please contact Mr Course on 
DCourse@castlemanor.org.uk 
 
 
Vanessa Whitcombe 
Headteacher 
 


