
INVICTUS
By William Ernest Henley



Key Facts
• William Ernest Henley (23 August 1849 – 11 July 

1903)

• Wrote the poem Invictus in 1875.

• Henley wrote the poem Invictus to show his 
resilience following the amputation of his foot.

• Henley was the inspiration for Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s character Long John Silver (Treasure 
Island, 1883)

• While in prison, Nelson Mandela recited the 
poem Invictus and was said to have been 
empowered by its message of self-mastery.

• In the 2009 feature film, Invictus the poem is 
referenced several times.



What is the main idea of the poem Invictus?

In William Ernest Henley's poem "Invictus", 
the use of strong and descriptive language 

and extravagant metaphors help clearly 
convey the theme of the poem which is to 

never lose hope no matter the 
circumstance, and how you control your fate 

and decide your future.



What is the meaning of Invictus?

Invictus, meaning “unconquerable” or 
“undefeated” in Latin, is a poem by William 
Ernest Henley. This poem is about courage 
in the face of death, and holding on to one's 
own dignity despite the indignities life 
places before us.



What does it mean I am the master of my fate 
I am the captain of my soul?

I am the master of my fate and the captain 
of my soul means that it is me who 
determines what my future will bring by the 
way l see life and prepare myself to face its 
realities. It puts you in the driving seat of 
your life. ... It means it’s all about you, take 
responsibility of your life and don’t put 
blame on anybody else.



Watch and listen carefully

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3HS-6Lgh5rw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3HS-6Lgh5rw


Your task

• You need to learn the poem Invictus off by heart

• Challenge yourself to learn at least the first verse (okay), first two 
verses (better), first 3 verses (challenge), all 4 verses (outstanding)

• To evidence your work, you will need to produce a video clip of your 
performance

• Please send clips to transition@castlemanor.org.uk

• First person to complete the whole poem will receive a prize from 
Mrs Whitcombe

• How many of you have the ability to persist and be “unconquerable”
or “undefeated”?

mailto:transition@castlemanor.org.uk




We look forward to receiving your recital of 
the poem.


