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Useful links

Some Key points to learn

1.
Weather

The atmospheric conditions at one 
place at one time.

2.  
Climate

The average weather conditions of 
an area over the last 30 years.

3.  
Temperate 
Maritime

Climates are located along the edge 
of continents, between 25o-40o

latitude, in the temperate zone 
where oceans have a moderating 
effect on the climate.

4.
Continentality

The degree to which the climate of a 
region typifies that of the interior of 
a large landmass.

5.
Global 

atmospheric 
circulation

• Involves a number of circular air 
movements called cells

• Air sinking towards the ground forms 
areas of high pressure.  Winds of the 
ground move outwards from these 
areas.

• Rising air from the ground forms 
areas of low pressure.  Winds on the 
ground move towards areas of low 
pressure.

6.
Prevailing Winds

A wind from the direction that is 
predominant or most usual at a 
particular place or season.

7.
Natural theories 

of climate change

1) Orbital Change 
2) Volcanic Eruptions
3) Solar Output

8.
Climate Graph

Show average rainfall and 
temperatures experienced in a 
particular location. The 
temperature is shown on a line 
graph, and rainfall on a bar graph

Some Key points to learn

9.
Quaternary 

Period

The period of timeline that spans 
from 2.6 million years ago to the 
present day. This period marks a 
time when there was a global drop 
in temperature and the most 
recent ice age began. 

10.
Fossil Fuels

A fuel (such as coal, oil, or natural 
gas) that is formed in the earth 
from dead plants or animals 

11.
Deforestation

Deforestation is the clearing of 
forests on a huge scale. 

12.
Climate Change

A long-term change in the earth's 
climate, especially a change due to 
an increase in the average 
atmospheric temperature. 

13.
Mitigation

The action of reducing the severity, 
seriousness, or painfulness of 
something.

14.
Adaptation

The adjustment or changes in 
behaviour and structure of an 
organism to become more suited 
to an environment.

15.
Carbon Capture

Uses technology to capture C02

produced from fossil fuels.  Once 
captured, the carbon is 
compressed and injected as a liquid 
in the ground.

16.
Alternative 

Energy

Energy fuelled in ways that do not 
use up the earth's natural 
resources or otherwise harm the 
environment e.g. solar, wind, tidal, 
nuclear and HEP

Content
Within this unit, students will learn:

• The difference between ‘weather.’ and 
‘climate’.

• Why climates are different from place to 
place.

• The natural theories of climate change
• How human activities are causing climate 

change
• How plants and animals are having to adapt 

to climate change.
• Possible solutions to the problems.

Wider Context
Everything the students learn in this unit will be 
relevant in GCSE Geography.

http://www.eschooltoday.com/climate-
change/Introduction-to-climate-change-for-
children.html

https://climatekids.nasa.gov/

http://www.eschooltoday.com/climate-change/Introduction-to-climate-change-for-children.html
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/

