
Establishing control

1 Edgar the 

Atheling

Elected King by the Witan after the Battle of 

Hastings. But this was not to last, submitting to 

William at Berkhamsted. 

2 William’s 

promise

Was to be a ‘gracious Lord’.

3 25th December 

1066

When William was officially crowned King of 

England.

4 Edwin and 

Morcar

Two English Earls whom William quickly 

rewarded for their loyalty.

5 Gifts, titles and 

land

Were given to Earls who submitted and swore 

an oath of loyalty to William.

6 The Marcher 

Earldoms

The areas that bordered Wales which were 

heavily fortified by castles. Included Chester, 

Shrewsbury and Hereford. 

7 500 Estimated number of castles that William had 

built to keep control of his kingdom. 

8 Motte and 

Bailey Castles

A Norman design with a palisade, keep, 

gatehouse, bailey, ditch and motte (hill)

9 Norman Castles Were a practical measure for defence against 

attack and rebellion and also a symbol of power. 

Early Rebellion & Revolts (1066-1074)

10 1068 Revolt by Edwin and Morcar as they had lost 

land, had to pay high taxes and live with a badly 

run government and castles. 

11 Robert Cumin A Norman supporter, made Earl of Northumbria 

and killed in Jan 1069. 
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Big Picture: William won the Battle of Hastings and had conquered 

England. But this didn’t mean his work was done. He needed to 

establish control in a hostile county, which mean squashing rebellion. 

12 Castellan The governor of a castle and 

surrounding area.

13 The Danes Launched attacks on the north eastern 

coast supported by Athelings Scottish 

troops.

14 Danelaw Money paid by William to make the 

Danes leave England.

15 The 

Harrying of 

the North

The campaign to finally wipe out 

rebellion included destroying crops & 

villages. Led to famine. Some 

historians believe it was genocide as 

100,000 died. 

16 Hereward 

the Wake

A rebel leader who led the counter 

attack on Peterborough & the Isle of 

Ely.

Legacy of Early Resistance

17 Domesday 

Book

Listed every landholding in England in 

1085. Used to raise taxes. 

18 Tenants-in-

Chief

Large landholders in Norman England 

who controlled land for the King. 2/190 

were Anglo-Saxon!

19 Forfeit Land that was taken away from Earls 

who did not submit or linked to 

rebellion. Not automatically inherited.

20 Vassal The name given to someone who gets 

land in return for services to their Lord.

21 Royal Power Held by William keeping control of 

coinage (money), land holding and 

oath-taking. 


