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Topic: Urban Issues and 
Challenges A

Name…………………………….

1. Urban A built up area 15. Slum of 
Despair

Open sewers, 
500 people per toilet
4000 cases  a day of sickness due to poor 
sanitation
Raw sewage floating between shacks
Water rationed – n for 2 hours a day

2. 
Urbanisation

An increase in the proportion of the 
population living in urban areas

3. Migration Where people move from one area to another. 16. Mumbai
water 
Pollution

Airports dump waste in to the river, 800million 
litres of untreated sewage – leads to regular 
flooding.

4a Natural 
Increase

Where birth rates exceed death rates 17. Mumbai
air pollution

Poor quality vehicles are very polluting, lots of 
factories that are unregulated – health issues Big Picture

4b. Rural to 
urban migration

Movement from rural areas to urban areas. 18. Mumbai 
waste problem

Deonar landfill site – lots of fires cause health issues and 
chemicals leak into rivers. No regulation as too expensive.

5. Urban 
trends HIC

The percentage of people living in urban areas is very high 
but people are beginning to move to rural areas.

19. Vision 
Mumbai

Knocking down Dharavi to build tower blocks. Project slowed due to 
economic crisis, tower blocks were badly built, destroyed 
communities as it removed community spaces and only those living 
there since 2000 could have access. Rent was low but still too high 
for slum dwellers.
However, provides spaces for new businesses and green spaces. The 
flats were well built and weather proof.

6. Urban 
trends LIC

The percentage of people living in urban areas
is low but is increasing rapidly.

7. Megacities An urban area with a total population of more 
than 10million people

20. Self-Help 
Scheme

Locals are given a building course and materials to 
improve their homes. A charity called Practical Action in 
Kibera provide cheap building materials.

8. NEE Newly Emerging Economies 21. Urban 
Planning

The process of designing and improving 
urban areas Background

9. Major city 
in NEE or LIC

Mumbai 22. Curitiba Busses – biarticulated busses have designated 
bus routes and can carry 4000 people per bus 
per day BUT  now not working. New suburbs 
don’t get reached by the buses AND due to 
increase in wealth car ownership in Curitiba 
now twice the national average.
Recycling and Green Exchange – recycles 2/3rds 
of all waste. Waste lorries drive to the edge of 
slums who bring their rubbish to the lorry and 
swap it for food/bus tickets.  300 tonnes a 
month is recycled this way.
Pedestrianisation – city centre pedestrianised 
Cycle Routes – over 200km of cycle paths
Water conservation – Public awareness 
campaigns to reduce personal water use. They 
collect rainwater and have hosepipe bans
Energy conservation – produces 84% of its 
electricity from hydropower. Street lights all 
use energy efficient bulbs.
Creating green space – landowners who create 
parks are exempt from land taxes

This unit focuses on how cities work and the opportunities
and challenges they present in both HICs and LICs. The two 
major case studies that are needed are London and 
Mumbai. 
Alongside this we see Curitiba as another case study as it is 
one of the most sustainable cities on Earth and has won 
many international awards.

10. Mumbai 
Location

West coast of India. Built here for easy access 
to the sea for fishing and trading.

11. Mumbai: 
National 
importance

Cadbury India’s HQ is in Mumbai – employs over 5000 
people. Home to Bollywood  (1,041 films a year) and is 
responsible for 6.1% of India’s GDP.

12. Mumbai:
Global 
importance

Bollywood has influenced western films –
Moulin Rouge. The Goa curry Don’t forget!

13. Dharavi Slum in Mumbai – 1 million people in 1 square 
mile Sustainable – meeting 

human needs now and in the 
future without damaging the 
environment

14. Slum of 
hope

Strong sense of community
85% of people have employment in the 
informal economy 
80% of material recycled in Dharavi
Streets turn into a mosque – good use of space
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23. London 
location

South East of the UK. Built here due to the 
river – good trading links.

33. Urban 
Sprawl

The growth of urban areas into the surrounding 
countryside Example – Epsom (London)

24. London:
national 
importance

Tourism brings  in £9.4billion. Canary Wharf 
employs 105,000. Home to top universities.

34. Greenfield 

Site
An area of land that has never been built on 
before

25. London:
Global 
Importance

London Fashion Week, The West End, One of the word’s 
leading tourist destination and home to Canary Wharf . 
Heathrow is the 4th busiest airport in the world.

35. 
Brownfield 
Site

An area of land that has been built before

26. HIC city 
structure

CBD – central business district – tall buildings 
and centre of transport routes
Inner city – grid iron terraced houses 
surrounded by factories – used and disused
Suburbs – Detached and semi-detached 
houses with gardens. Some services

36. Rural-
urban fringe

Where the urban area meets the rural area. 
Detached houses with large green open spaces Big Picture

37. Epsom Increased congestion in and around the area.
House prices have increased
New builds don’t use local material and look 
ugly. They used brick
New services are built – 56 restaurants27. Migration 

to London
Universities – Home to top universities
HQ of TNCs – Ana rea with high paying and 
powerful jobs
Ethnic Enclaves – ethnic groups tend to move 
to the same area

38. Informal 
economy

Jobs that are not taxed and regulated by the 
government

28.Urban 
Greening

The process of increasing and preserving open 
space such as parks and gardens in urban areas

39. 
Infrastructure

The basic structures and facilities needed for 
an urban area – e.g. roads, electricity etc

29. Urban
deprivation

An area that has poor social, economic and 
environmental conditions

40. 
Services

Vital facilities needed for an urban area to 
function – schools, hospitals etc… Background

30. Urban 
regeneration

Revival of old parts of an urban area by 
renewing older buildings or redevelopment.

41. 
Commuter 
settlement

An area where people live but leave to go to 
work

This unit focuses on how cities work and the opportunities
and challenges they present in both HICs and LICs. The two 
major case studies that are needed are London and 
Mumbai. 
Alongside this we see Curitiba as another case study as it is 
one of the most sustainable cities on Earth and has won 
many international awards.

31. East End 
of London

An area of London that went into decline after the 
docklands closed and Canary Wharf had been built

42.
Character

The qualities of a person or area

32. Olympic
Regeneration

Positive

Westfield shopping 
centre – created 10000 
low skill jobs and more 
tourists

On one street all the 
run down shop fronts 
improved

9000 new homes

4000 trees planted

Negative

Still many shops in 
Stratford closed and 
boarded up

Old residents (Clays 
Lane) could not afford 
new housing.

212 businesses forced 
to move out

43. 
Informal 
economy

Jobs that are not regulated by the 
government. Do not pay tax.

44. Impact 
of 
Migration

Learn 2 
positives 
and 2 
negatives 

Positive
26% of doctors born
outside of the UK
Since 2000  have 
contributed £20 billion to 
UK finances
Contribute 64% more in 
taxes than they take in 
benefits
Improved cultural 
diversity e.g. Southall 
known as mini India

Negative
Impact on services – more 
strain as more people
Driven up house prices in 
areas like Kensington and 
Chelsea
Housing shortage in poor 
areas – Newham
Increased social tension in 
areas e.g. Tottenham riots 
in 2012
29% increase in racial hate 
crimes in London in 2017
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