
1. Trade The buying and selling of goods.

2. Route A way or direction.

3. Transcontinental Crossing more than one continent.

4. Nomads People who travel from place to place and do not have a permanent home in one location. 

5. Samarkand A city in south-eastern Uzbekistan and among the oldest continuously inhabited cities in 
Central Asia.

6. Uzbekistan A Central Asian country that is bordered by countries such as Kazakhstan and Afghanistan. 

7. Silk Road The name given to a network of trade routes. 2 parts to the road: the part connecting 
Samarkand and central Asia with the Mediterranean and a part connecting central Asia to 
China. All sorts of goods were traded along these routes, not just silk. Approximately 4,000 
miles long. 

8. Exhibition a public display of works of art or items of interest, held in an art gallery or museum or at a 
trade fair.

9. Susan Whitfield A female British Historian who wrote the book ‘Life Along the Silk Roads.

10. Peter Frankopan A male British Historian who write the book ‘The Silk Roads: A New History of the World.’ 

11. Merchant A person or a company involved in trade (selling and buying). 

12. Elaborate Complex, involving many different parts.

13. Nanaivandak A merchant travelling along the Silk Road from Samarkand between 730 and 751 CE. Came 
from Sogdiana about 40 miles from Samarkand

14. Sogdians An ancient Iranian civilization that were the main traders in the Silk Roads. They had large 
communities in all the towns along the road and their language was spoken everywhere. 

15. BCE Before common era – common era is the years after the year 0 (Before Christ)

16. CE Common era – the years after the year 0. 

17. Chang’ an The capital city of China during the Tang Dynasty – was a very important place on the silk 
roads. 

18. Pedlar Someone who travels from place to place selling small items. 

19. Xuanzang Someone who travelled along the Silk Roads on his return to Chang’an. Devoted his life to 
translating manuscripts he collected on his travels. Also wrote the Great Tang Records 
which is one of the most important texts we have about life on the Silk Roads. 

20. Archaeology The study of history through the analysis of artefacts and excavations. 

Year 7 – Who can tell us the most about the Silk Roads?

21. Expedition A journey to explore. 

22. Sir Aurel Stein A British archaeologist from the 1900’s who set out to explore the Silk Roads and 
its past. He wrote several books based on his expeditions around Central Asia. 

23. Ibn Battuta One of history’s greatest explorers. From Tangier in Morocco and explored along 
the Silk Roads trade routes in the 1300’s 


